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New tool assesses potential exemptions 
from Europe’s Industrial Emissions Directive 
 

Ricardo-AEA and the English Environment Agency have 

produced an interactive tool that enables industrial facilities to 

develop and assess their case for possible exemptions from 

the EU Industrial Emissions Directive (IED) and its associated 

requirements 

 

The tool has been developed under contract to England’s Environment Agency, which 

manages the process of determining whether an industrial facility should apply ‘best 

available techniques’ (BAT) to reduce its emissions or whether it is eligible for a 

derogation from IED requirements. In order to support this process, the new tool has 

been designed to reflect the methodology used by the Agency when assessing IED 

derogation cases. 

 

Facilities that are first identified as having specific geographical, technical or 

environmental reasons for being unable to meet the requirements of the IED can input 

their data into the tool (including options for BAT) to explore whether these reasons 

mean their facility faces disproportionately higher costs than others. The results from 

the tool will form part of the case for a derogation, which will then be considered by the 

English Environment Agency.  

 

Ben Grebot Technical Business Manager at Ricardo-AEA said “This tool will make the 

IED derogations process more transparent, helping businesses understand whether 

they have a case to make for exemptions. It will also reduce the English Environment 

Agency’s regulatory workload, while enabling more consistent decisions and providing 

the evidence needed to justify derogations to the European Commission. The training 
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we have provided the Agency on how to use the tool has been well received and we 

are now looking forward to providing similar support to industry.” 

 

The new tool and supporting guidance is currently available to industry on request from 

the English Environment Agency. Further information on Ricardo-AEA’s IED tool 

training sessions is available on its website: http://www.ricardo-aea.com/cms/ied-tool-

training-and-support.     

 

Ends 
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 

 
The Industrial Emissions Directive (IED) has replaced the Integrated Pollution 
Prevention and Control Directive (IPPC) and six other Directives on industrial pollution 
control and was adopted by the European Commission in 2007. Industrial installations 
which carry out one or more of the activities listed in Annex I to the IED must ensure that 
no significant pollution is caused and best available techniques (BAT) are applied. 
 
As England’s regulator, the Environment Agency may set less strict emission limits than 
indicated by BAT conclusions when applying BAT would lead to disproportionately higher 
costs compared to the environmental benefits. Any such derogation needs to be explained 
by the regulator and the conditions imposed justified. 
 
 
Ricardo-AEA is an operating division of Ricardo plc comprising the former business of 
AEA Europe. The consultancy has an exceptional breadth of capability in energy and 
climate change, air quality, sustainable transport, waste management, resource efficiency 
and chemical risk. With around 400 staff based in the UK, the company’s capabilities are 
underpinned by the experience gained from supporting governments and business-leaders 
around the world for over 40 years. 
 
 
Ricardo plc is a global, world-class, multi-industry consultancy for engineering, 
technology, project innovation and strategy. Our people are committed to providing 
outstanding value through quality engineering solutions focused on high efficiency, low 
emission, class-leading product innovation and robust strategic implementation. With 
almost a century of delivering value through technology, our client list includes the world's 
major transportation original equipment manufacturers, supply chain organizations, energy 
companies, financial institutions and governments. Guided by our corporate values of 
respect, integrity, creativity & innovation and passion, we enable our customers to achieve 
sustainable growth and commercial success. For more information, visit www.ricardo.com. 
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